A NEW BALANCE OF POWER?

posals for political combinations which might hold it
in check.

The explanation, the reader may object, is simple
enough: We are afraid of Japan, afraid of Italy, afraid
of post-War Germany. We have not power enough
to take a vigorous line.

Well, Germany in the years preceding 1914 was a
powerful and redoubtable enemy. The fact did not
have the effect of producing the sort of submissiveness
or acquiescence in aggression which we adopt in the
post-War cases; German power had the quite con-
trary effect. And as to not having power; it is clear
that America, Russia and China are all potential
allies, and if a combination of the United States,
Russia, China, Britain, with other states at the
very worst benevolently neutral does not constitute
power enough for decisive resistance to attach upon
our rights and interests, what power would?
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